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demonstrated that, although he displayed weakness and
imprudence, nothing was further from his thought than
treason towards his ally. It even seems to me that his
spirit of loyalty is most clearly proved by the manner in
which he behaved toward France and the other Allied
Powers to the last day of his reign. Did not the former
British Ambassador to Russia, Sir George Buchanan,
render public homage to the Emperor's good faith when
he declared that it was his duty to refute the story that
the Czar of Russia had favoured the conclusion of a^
separate peace with Germany ?
" I am convinced," said Sir George Buchanan, " that
there is not a word of truth in this rumour. The
Emperor, without doubt, had many faults, but he was
not a traitor. He would never have betrayed the cause
of the Allies, and was always the faithful and loyal friend
of England."
The French Government confirmed this statement by
publishing at the same time a letter addressed by the
Emperor Nicholas on May I3th, 1916, to President
Poincare, which clearly shows that, in spite of all the
efforts employed to persuade him to treat with Germany,
he never consented to abandon the Allies.
It has been said that a short time before his assassina-
tion a German general brought to him in his place of
captivity a proposal from the Kaiser to obtain his liberty
on condition that he would openly espouse the cause
of Germany, and that Nicholas II. refused to receive
him, thus practically signing his death warrant and that
of his family. It is impossible to prove the authenticity
of this story, but in the minds of all who knew Nicholas II.
well there is not a shadow of doubt that it is the only
response that he would be capable of making to such an
offer.